BAIKAL
therefore it is new and modern. Population,
1931, 102,430.
BAIKAL, bikahl', a lake in Southern
Siberia, the largest fresh water lake in Asia.
Its length is 386 miles, greatest breadth
50 miles and greatest depth over 5,400 feet.
It is surrounded by rugged and lofty
mountains. There are seals and many fish,
particularly salmon, sturgeon and pike; the
seal and sturgeon fisheries are important.
The Trans-Siberian Railway skirts the
southern shore of the lake.
BAIL, money or property pledged in be-
half of a person under arrest and charged
with crime, to assure the court that if given
temporary liberty he will present himself for
trial when required to do so. A person so
pledging his property is called a bondsman;
the bond is a bail bond. The amount of bail
is fixed by the court. If the accused escapes
and cannot be found on the trial date, bail
bonds may be declared forfeit to the state,
and collected, whereupon a new warrant is
issued for the arrest of the defendant. A
bondsman may at any time surrender his
client to the court and thus end his responsi-
bility. Murder and treason are not bailable
cases.
BAILEY, liberty hyde (1858- ),
American educator, born at South Haven,
Mich. He received his college training at the
Michigan Agricultural College, from which
he graduated in 1882. From 1888 to 1903 he
was professor of horticulture and from 1903
to 1913 director of the New York State Col-
lege of Agriculture at Ithaca. In the latter
year he retired. Professor Bailey was a
voluminous writer on botany and agricul-
ture. His most important works include
Evolution of Our Native Fruits; Lessons
with Plants; Botany, an Elementary Text
for Schools; The Country-Life Movement.
He was also the editor of Cyclopedia of
American Horticulture and Cyclopedia of
Agriculture.
BAILIFF, layl'if, an officer first known in
England as the messenger of a titled person
to look after his estate. Later the English
bailiff was a subordinate of a sheriff, to col-
lect rents and keep order in court. In the
United States and Canada he is a court
officer having charge of prisoners in court
and empowered to serve warrants from the
office of the sheriff.
BAKEUTE, an artificial substance, de-
rived from <?oal-tar, invented by Pr, Leo
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Baekeland. It is produced by warming to-
gether equal weights of phenol and formal-
dehyde and a small amount of an alkaline
agent. The product is a hard solid mass with
a specific gravity of 1.25. It is valuable as
an electric insulator and is used as a sub-
stitute for hard rubber, celluloid or amber, in
fuse blocks, noiseless machine gears, billiard
balls, fountain pens, etc. It is adaptable to
color processes and takes a lacquer-like
finish.
BAKER, newton dibhl (1871- ),
an American lawyer and publicist. He was
born in Martinsburg, W. Va., graduated
from Johns Hopkins University in 1892, and
in law from Washington and Lee University
in 1894. He established a law practice in
Cleveland, Ohio; was city solicitor from
1902 to 1912, and mayor, 1912 to 1916.
President Wilson appointed him Secretary
of War in 1916, and he served throughout
the war period and until Mar. 4, 1921, show-
ing marked ability as an administrator. In
1928 he was appointed member of the
Hague Court, and in 1929 member of the
National Law Enforcement Commission.
BAKER, ray stannard (1870- ), an
American author, was born in Lansing,
Mich., and was graduated from the Michigan
Agricultural College in 1889. Later he
studied in the University of Michigan, spe-
cializing in law and literature. Turning to
the latter for a career, he became a reporter
in Chicago, edited McClure's Magazine in
New York City, and afterwards was one of
the editors of the American Magazine. Under
the name of "David Gray son," he wrote
Adventures in Contentment (1907), The
Friendly Hoad (1913). Among other note-
worthy books were Seen in Germany, Wood-
row Wilson and World Settlement,
BAKERSFIELD, cal,, the county seat of
Kern County, 312 miles southeast of San
Francisco, on the Kern River and on the
Southern Pacific and the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Pe railroads. Natural gas is brought
to the city from a distance of forty miles.
The city has railroad shops, but the indus-
tries largely center in the refining of oil.
Population 1930, 26,015,
BAK'INX* POW'DEB, a mixture of cream
of tartar, soda and starch, or flour, used in
raising bread, biscuit and other preparations
of flour or meal. The starch or flour serves
to keep the cream of tartar and soda from
acting upon each oftier? until the powder is

